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1. Claims 2 -3 , 12 - 15 , and 36-38 are objected to under 37 
C.F.R 1.75 because of the following formalities: 

In claim 2 line 13, and claim 3 line 10, " a remote 
location " seems to refer back to " a remote location " recited 
in claim 1 line 13. If this is true, it is suggested to change 1 

a remote location " to the remote location " . the same is 

true with the term " a local user " recited in claim 12 and 36. 

Claims 13-15 and 37-38 are objected since they depend from 
claims 12 or 36. 



2. The nonstatutory double patenting rejection is based 
on a judicially created doctrine grounded in public policy (a 
policy reflected in the statute) so as to prevent the 
unjustified or improper timewise extension of the "right to 
exclude" granted by a patent and to prevent possible harassment 
by multiple assignees. See In re Goodman, 11 F.3d 1046, 29 
USPQ2d 2010 (Fed. Cir. 1993); In re Longi , 759 F.2d 887, 225 
USPQ 645 (Fed. Cir. 1985); In re Van Ornum, 686 F.2d 937, 214 
USPQ 761 (CCPA 1982); In re Vogel , 422 F.2d 438, 164 USPQ 619 

(CCPA 1970) ;and, In re Thorington, 418 F.2d 528, 163 USPQ 644 

(CCPA 1969) . 

A timely filed terminal disclaimer in compliance with 37 
CFR 1.321(c) may be used to overcome an actual or provisional 
rejection based on a nonstatutory double patenting ground 
provided the conflicting application or patent is shown to be 
commonly owned with this application. See 37 CFR 1.130(b). 

Effective January 1, 1994, a registered attorney or agent 
of record may sign a terminal disclaimer. A terminal disclaimer 
signed by the assignee must fully comply with 37 CFR 3.73(b) . 

Claims 1-86 are rejected under the judicially created 
doctrine of obviousness -type double patenting as being 
unpatentable over claims 1-11 of U.S. Patent No. 5,452,289 in 
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view of ( Duran et al . ( 6,181,784) and Hyde-Thomson ( 
5, 717, 742) ) . 

For claims 1-86, the claims 1-11 of the patent number 
5,452,289 disclose multifunction communication system for use 
with a personal computer, the personal computer having a 
processor, memory, and a peripheral data store, 
comprising : 

a communications module connected to the personal computer, 

the module comprising: 

communications interface means connected for communicating to 
the personal computer for transferring data between the personal 
computer and the communications module; 

telephone line interface means for connection to a telephone 
line and for full duplex digital communication over the 
telephone line; 

telephone voice interface means for receiving local voice 
signals from a local user and for conveying remote voice signals 
from a remote user to the local user; 
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full -duplex conversion means for converting the local voice 
signals into outgoing digital voice data and for converting 
incoming digital voice data into the remote voice signals; 

compression means for compressing the outgoing digital voice 
data into compressed outgoing digital voice data packets and for 
decompressing compressed incoming digital voice data packets 
into the incoming digital voice data, each of the compressed 
outgoing digital voice data packets having headers and each 
of the compressed incoming digital voice data packets having 
headers ; 

main control means for receiving the compressed outgoing 
digital voice data packets from the compression means, for 
receiving outgoing computer digital data packets from the 
personal computer through the communications interface 
means, for multiplexing the compressed outgoing digital voice 
data packets and the outgoing computer digital data packets to 
produce multiplexed outgoing digital data and for sending the 
multiplexed outgoing digital data to the telephone line 
interface means for digital transmission over the telephone 
line; 
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the main control means further for receiving multiplexed 
incoming digital data from the telephone line interface means 
from the telephone line, the multiplexed incoming digital data 
containing incoming computer digital data packets multiplexed 
with the compressed incoming digital voice data packets, 
for demultiplexing the incoming computer digital data packets 
and the compressed incoming digital voice data packets, and for 
sending the incoming computer digital data packets to the 
personal computer through the communications interface means and 
for sending the compressed incoming digital voice data packets 
to the compression means, each of the incoming computer 
digital data packets having headers; 

the personal computer operable for executing software to 
communicate with the communications module through the 
communications interface and operable for initiating a telephone 
call to a remote site in response to the commands by the 
local user and for causing the main control means of the 
communications module to perform multiplexing and 
demultiplexing; and 
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the personal computer further operable for receiving and 

storing the incoming computer digital data packets received from 

the communications module over the communications interface and 

for transmitting the outgoing computer digital data packets to 

the communications module over the communications interface ; 

wherein the communications module further includes acoustic 
echo cancellation means for removing at least a portion of the 
incoming digital voice data from the outgoing digital voice data 
for acoustic echo cancellation; 

wherein the communications module further includes line echo 
cancellation means for removing at least a portion of the 
outgoing digital voice data from the incoming digital voice data 
for line echo cancellation; 

wherein the main control means is further operable for 
receiving incoming fax data from the telephone line through the 
telephone line interface means and forwarding the incoming fax 
data to the personal computer through the communications 
interface means and for receiving outgoing fax data from the 
personal computer through the communications interface means and 
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sending the outgoing fax data to the telephone line through the 
telephone line interface means ; 

wherein the communications interface means is connected for 
communicating to a communications port of the personal computer 
for transferring data between the personal computer and the 
communications module ; 

wherein the communications interface means is connected for 
communicating directly to a bus of the personal computer for 
transferring data between the personal computer and the 
communications module ; 

wherein the main control means is further operable for 
receiving the compressed outgoing digital voice data packets 
from the compression means and for forwarding the compressed 
outgoing digital voice data packets to the personal computer; 
and 

the personal computer is further operable for receiving and 
storing the compressed outgoing digital voice data packets 
received from the communications module over the communications 
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interface and for storing the compressed outgoing digital voice 
data on the peripheral data store ; 

wherein the main control means is further operable for 
receiving the compressed incoming digital voice data 
packets and for forwarding the compressed incoming digital voice 
data packets to the personal computer; and 

the personal computer is further operable for receiving and 
storing the compressed incoming digital voice data packets 
received from the communications module over the communications 
interface and for storing the compressed outgoing digital voice 
data on the peripheral data store ; 

wherein the personal computer is further operable for 
retrieving the compressed incoming digital voice data from the 
peripheral data store, for modifying the compressed incoming 
digital voice data to create modified compressed incoming 
digital voice data and for storing the modified compressed 
incoming digital voice data onto the peripheral data store ; 

wherein the telephone line is an analog telephone line and 
the telephone line interface means is further operable for 
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modulating the multiplexed outgoing digital data into a 
modulated analog signal for full duplex digital communication ; 
and 

wherein the telephone line is a digital telephone line and 
the telephone line interface means is further operable for 
sending the multiplexed outgoing digital data over the telephone 
line as unmodulated digital data for full duplex digital 
c ommun i c a t i on . 

(Note : see claims 1-11 of the patent) . 

Applicant's claims 1-86 merely broaden the scope of the 
patent number 5,452,289 claims 1-11 by eliminating the terms 
xx communications interface means connected for communicating 
to the personal computer for transferring data between the 
personal computer and the communications module " ; " telephone 
voice interface means for receiving local voice signals from a 
local user and for conveying remote voice signals from a remote 
user to the local user" ; " full-duplex conversion means" ; 

" compression means for compressing the outgoing digital voice 
data into compressed outgoing digital voice data packets and for 
decompressing compressed incoming digital voice data packets 
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into the incoming digital voice data, each of the compressed 
outgoing digital voice data packets having headers and each 
of the compressed incoming digital voice data packets having 
headers " ; " main control means for receiving the compressed 
outgoing digital voice data packets from the compression means, 
for receiving outgoing computer digital data packets from the 
personal computer through the communications interface 
means" ; " the main control means further for receiving 
multiplexed incoming digital data from the telephone line 
interface means from the telephone line, the multiplexed 
incoming digital data containing incoming computer digital data 
packets multiplexed with the compressed incoming digital voice 
data packets, for demultiplexing the incoming computer digital 
data packets and the compressed incoming digital voice data 
packets, and for sending the incoming computer digital data 
packets to the personal computer through the communications 
interface means and for sending the compressed incoming digital 
voice data packets to the compression means, each of the 
incoming computer digital data packets having headers " and ; 

" the personal computer operable for executing software to 
communicate with the communications module through the 
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communications interface and operable for initiating a telephone 
call to a remote site in response to the commands by the 
local user and for causing the main control means of the 
communications module to perform multiplexing and demultiplexing 
" from claim 1 of the patent. It has been held that the 
omission of an element and its function is an obvious expedient 
if the remaining elements perform the same function as before. 
In re karlson, 136 USPQ 184 (CCPA) . Also note Ex Parte Raine, 
168 USPQ 375 (bd. App . 1969) ; omission of a reference element 
whose function is not need would be obvious to one skilled in 
the art . 

For claims 1-86, the claims 1-11 of the patent disclose 
all the subject matter of the claimed invention with the 
exception of using multimedia mail as recited in claims 1-3,6- 
8, 11-16, 19-2 0,22, 24-2 7, 30-32, 34-4 0,43-46,48-51, 55-61, 63-64, 67- 
72,74,77-78, and 80-82 in a communications network and display, 
playback, deletion, textual information in a communications 
network as recited in claims 

4,5,9,10,17,18,21,23,28,2 9,3 3,41,42,4 7,52,53,54,62,65,66,73,75,7 
6,79,83,84,85, and 86. Hyde-Thomson from the same or similar 
fields of endeavor teaches a provision of the media mail and the 
display, playback, deletion, graphical information and textual 
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information (see box 2 in figure 1 and box 24 in figure 1 ) 
Thus, it would have been obvious to the person of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention to use the display, 
playback, deletion, graphical information and textual 
information and the media mail as taught by Hype -Thomson in the 
communications network of the claims 1-11 of the patent. 

The display, playback, deletion, graphical information and 
textual information and the media mail can be 

implemented/modified into the network of the claims 1-11 of the 
patent since the claims 1-11 of the patent does teach using the 
combining the outgoing data and the communication modules . The 
motivation for using the display, playback, deletion, graphical 
information and textual information and the media mail as 
taught by Hype -Thomson into the communications network of the 
claims 1-11 of the patent being that it provides a system for 
sending and retrieving both voice and text message over the 
computer network. 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Duran et al . ( 6,181,784) is cited to show a system which 
is considered pertinent to the claimed invention. 
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4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to DANG T 
TON whose telephone number is 571-272-3171. The examiner can 
normally be reached on MON-WED, 5:30 AM-6:00 PM and Thur 5:30- 
9:30 A.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, RAO SEEMA can be 
reached on 571-272-3174. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . 



D. Ton 
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